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Operations Group:
CO2 S.Fo.Ma. MARCHE - CO2 Stored in Forests Management

Calculation and certification of CO2 sequestration in managed forests
Carbon conservation and sequestration in the forestry sector in the Marche region

Reg. (EU) No 1305/2013 - RDP Marche 2014/2020 - Submeasure 16.1 - Action 2 - 
Support for the creation and operation of EIP Operational Groups

PEFC CERTIFICATION GROUP 'BOSCO DI MARCA'

THE TERRITORY MANAGED BY THE CERTIFICATION TEAM 
AND PROJECT ACTIVITIES



The Operational Group is made up of the 
agricultural forestry management companies: Saf 
Marche, Saf Monti Azzurri and Saf Tronto (public-
private managers of state and collective forests), 
Consorzio Marche Verdi (a company that organises 
the regional forestry workers), Pro.Mo.Ter Soc. 
Coop. and Dream Italia Soc. Coop. (professional 
societies), Cursa (research body), PEFC Italy 
(national governing body of the PEFC certification 
system), Cia (trade union representing the 
agricultural world) and Azienda del Catria 
(collective forestry properties).

Background description
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CARBON SEQUESTRATION IN MANAGED FORESTS
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The partners:
Lead partner:



The project focused on the 
evaluation of the eco-systemic 
services of forests, with 
particular attention to the 
quantification of carbon 
storage through Sustainable 
Forest Management 
interventions on the forests of 
the participants, who obtained 
Forest Certification for a total 
surface area of 9,208 hectares 
in which 24,000 t of
additional CO2 per year can
be stored, extending along the 
Apennine ridge from the 
Piceno area to the province of 
Pesaro-Urbino. 



The project included the following activities:

Partner Training  Level I Auditor

Verification/Adaptation of Forest Management Plans to PEFC Sustainable Forest 
Management Standard

Drafting certification documentation

Audit and certification process

Methodology definition

Experimental forestry sites

C Stock Assessment and Quantification of Sustainability Credits

Silvicultural training for forestry workers

Training in Communication and Crowdfunding

Information exchange platform on Sustainability Credits

Implementation of the good practice



Verification of property requirements as per indicators Management Plans (MPs) 
and adaptation of forest management plan to the SFM standard



Information Exchange Platform “Sustainability Credits”

https://www.co2marche.it/cms/it



SFM Forest Certification

Evidences of success
Results achieved



SAF Marche

Az. Catria

SAF Monti Azzurri

SAF Tronto

n. Adherent Surface area 
(ha)

1 SAF Marche 2.185
2 SAF Monti Azzurri 419
3 SAF Tronto 3.942

4 Azienda Speciale Consorziale del 
Catria 2.662

9.208



In Marche region, defined as significantly rural according to OECD criteria, forests 
occupy over 35% of the entire regional territory.  Forested areas are mainly 
concentrated in the inland and mountainous areas of the region, where they 
occupy over two thirds of the territory.  According to data from the PAI (Piano di 
Assetto Idrogeologico) and the Ministry of the Environment, the 99% of the 
municipalities in the entire region, which has the highest landslide index among 
all Italian regions (source: ISPRA), are at hydrogeological risk. 

Forestry sector in the Marche Region: good practices



FORESTRY ASSOCIATIONISM

SAF (Societa' Agricola Forestali) are public-private companies with a private 
majority and associate the public bodies (Unioni Montane) that own the forest 
domain, the professional companies (Pro.Mo.Ter Soc. Coop.) that plan and design 
forestry interventions and the private forestry cooperatives (Consorzio Marche 
Verdi) that carry out the interventions. There are no public forestry workers in 
the Marche Region, but 400 forestry workers, including members, employees 
and technicians, work within the cooperative. The SAF is an example of a PPP 
(Public Private Partnership).

Forestry sector in the Marche Region: good practices



FOREST PLANNING

In the Marche Region, in line with national data, most of the forests are in a state 
of abandonment and unmanaged: only the 20% of the forests has a Forest 
Management Plan. On the contrary, all the SAF have a Forest Management Plan 
valid for ten years (2019-2028) that allows them to plan, design and implement 
interventions.

Forestry sector in the Marche Region: good practices



FOREST DESIGN

SAFs, through their associated technical structures, plan forestry interventions of 
various kinds on their managed forest areas that enhance Ecosystem Services:
• forestry interventions for the prevention of forest fires;
• forestry interventions to increase biodiversity and resilience;
• forestry interventions for hydrogeological risk mitigation with naturalistic 

engineering works;
• forestry interventions for the recreational and tourist enhancement of 

forests.

Forestry sector in the Marche Region: good practices



IMPLEMENTATION OF INTERVENTIONS

SAF, through its associated forestry cooperatives, is able to carry out forestry 
operations, creating employment and work for 400 forestry workers, resident in 
the inland and mountainous areas of the Marche Region, where environmental 
and socio-economic criticalities are more present than in metropolitan and 
coastal areas. Forestry activities allow territorial protection and the permanence 
of local populations and communities in the regional mountains.

Forestry sector in the Marche Region: good practices



FOREST CERTIFICATION AND FUTURE OBJECTIVES

SAFs intend to implement the PEFC SFM Certification they already hold, both by 
extending it to additional areas and by broadening the scope to ecosystem 
services, with particular reference to Sustainability Credits. 

 

Active sustainable forest management, implemented and promoted according to 
Forest Certification standards, is central to the socio-economic and 
environmental development of present and future generations.

 



Chiara Chiostrini chiostrini@dream-italia.net

Thank you for your attention

Chiara Chiostrini

chiostrini@dream-italia.net

Francesco Leporoni 

f.leporoni@pro-mo-ter.it

https://www.co2marche.it/en/



Time for 
questions
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